
Private Rental Sector Minimum Energy 

Efficiency Standard (MEES) Compliance 

and Enforcement Competition 

FAQ 
1. Can the funding be used to carry out a stock condition survey of the PRS to help identify 

properties that do not meet the MEES? 

Yes. An important component of ensuring you can enforce against the regulations, is the 

understanding of the PRS housing stock. We would like to understand how this will feed into 

proposals for meeting the compliance and enforcement of the regulations. Please indicate in 

your bid what percentage of the funding this will look to support. 

2. Can we submit a consortium bid with a value greater than the maximum bid limit of £100K? 

We are welcoming consortium applications and understand that in many cases it will result 

in a bid greater than £100k (although we would not be expecting a claim of £100k per 

authority). However, we would be looking for justification for this approach and evidence of 

efficiencies expected.  

3. Can you expand on the assessment of the Social Value criteria? 

Details on the social value criteria can be found on page 12 within the guidance. 

4. How is the funding paid to successful LAs? 

Funding will be paid to the successful LAs in two stages. 90% of the payment will be paid at 

the beginning, whilst 10% will be paid once the final report has been submitted. Please refer 

to page 9 within the guidance document.  

Funding will be paid as soon as all the financial checks have been cleared and approved. 

5. Could we focus on identifying landlords and engagement but not for enforcement within our 

bid? 

Yes, you concentrate on this approach in large part. However, you will need to show how 

this approach will lead to the path of compliance/enforcement i.e. explain how you would 

develop procedures for meeting the requirements of the regulations by utilising this 

approach.  

We are not expecting LAs to deliver the whole remit of the regulations within the timescale, 

but would like to see progress made towards meeting the requirement of the regulations.t  

6. Can you provide more information on the reporting requirements for successful bid? 

Currently we cannot provide any guidance on the details of the reporting format at this 

stage. We have allowed LA’s the flexibility within their submission; the types and number of 



applications will impact on the details of the reporting requirements. However, the intention 

is to request a progress report monthly, with a final report at the end of the project term. 

7. Would a scheme where a significant proportion of the budget is going towards offering in 

depth retrofit advice to landlords linked to a low interest loan and to LAD, alongside 

enforcement activity, be in scope? 

Yes, we are keen to see how LAs propose to link current and proposed government schemes, 

especially where they may provide an opportunity for landlords to increase the EPC rating of 

their properties. However, you will need to show how this approach will lead to the path of 

compliance/enforcement i.e. explain how you would develop procedures for meeting the 

requirements of the regulations by utilising this approach. 

8. Is enforcement of expired/no EPC’s still laying with Trading Standards? It seems to be a 

loophole to Landlords allowing them to expire or not to get one done. 

The enforcement of expired/no EPCs still sits with Trading Standards. The Energy 

Performance of Buildings Regulations designates Local Weights and Measures (Trading 

Standards) Authorities as the enforcement body for the regulations covering Energy 

Performance Certificates (EPCs), Display Energy Certificates (DECs) and Air Conditioning 

Inspections (ACIRs). Local Weights and Measures (LWMAs) are at an upper tier authority 

level. 

 

9. Please can you clarify responsible LAs in a two tier authorities? 

There is no prerequisite for which LA is the application lead within a two tier authority. 

Please look to nominate an authority lead within the application who will be responsible for 

distributing the bid money within a join/consortia application.  Please refer to Q16 for 

details on enforcement responsibility within a two tier structure. 

10. Can the toolkit be made available at this stage or to all LAs regardless of whether they are 

successful or able to bid? 

The toolkit is current in draft format only and will be made available for free in that format 

to any successful bids, if requested. BEIS is currently working towards a more accessible and 

user friendly toolkit, with interactive functions within a webpage. Once these amendments 

are finalised, it is BEIS intention to make the toolkit available to all LAs. A summary of what 

the toolkit includes can be found at the bottom of page 4 of the guidance notes. 

11. Does the funding need to be used by 31/03/22? 

Yes. The funding needs to be utilised within the current financial year. 

12. Can LA use the funding for legal support to implement enforcement? 

Yes, you may use the funding for legal support to implement enforcement. Please refer to 

pages 6 & 17 within the guidance document. 

13. Identifying non-compliant properties itself can be a time consuming task and require 

resources, especially when a local authority has thousands of PRS properties. Are you 

expecting us to check all these properties before we apply for this funding? 

No. Please refer to question 1. 



14. To what extent do you expect to see this work dovetail with proposed moves to EPC C by 

2030, and also proposed changes in enforcing more tightly about EPC assessments (and 

assessors) themselves? 

It is expected that the work carried out as part of this project will help build local authorities’ 

enforcement capacity and capability, which will in turn support local authorities to enforce 

the current regulations and any tightened regulations in the future. 

 

15. Is there a minimum bid value? 

No, there is no minimum bid, but we would ask you to justify value for money on the 

amount requested within your bid. 

16. Is there anymore guidance on cost per engagement please and what is considered to be 

value for money as different levels of engagement will have varying costs. 

Due to the flexible approach we have offered LAs within the bid process, we do not have a 

recommended range. However, by completing the application, including proposal approach 

and cost details, we will be able to consider value for money on a case by case basis*. Within 

the application we do request estimate or actual cost per engagement/property improved 

(e.g. total requested grant divided by actual or estimate properties processed for 

enforcement), as referred with page 17 of guidance document. 

*Being able to justify the cost with a proposal that meets the requirement of the   

competition. 

17. Will consortia bids be disadvantaged by the need for geographic spread? 

Not necessarily. Ideally we would like a fair and even spread of applicants, however, as per 

pages 12 and 13 of the guidance document: Significantly lower scoring proposals will not be 

supported over higher scoring ones simply to achieve a better spread of areas, however the 

Hub and BEIS reserve the right to ask applicants to review and reconsider their proposal, if 

necessary, with a view to achieving better geographic spread 

18. Recruitment of new staff may be difficult in the timescales, can funding be used to offset 

existing staff costs to refocus their time on MEES rather than other enforcement work? 

Yes, you may use the funding for resourcing to implement enforcement – this may include 

secondments, external organisation support, reallocating resources and increasing part-time 

employees to full-time employees*. Please refer to pages 6 & 17 within the guidance 

document. Please look to justify resource allocation within your bid. *paid at their existing 

rate. 

Overheads cannot be included within the bid. 

 

19. What is meant by diverse groups within the PRS landlord community? For example, is this 

referring to Landlords with one or two properties or a portfolio of properties? 

Diverse groups may vary within each LA area/region; however, we are keen for all applicants 

to consider extending their reach of communication. This may include the need to translate 

letters/information leaflets for landlords whose first language is not English or contacting 

individual landlords’ vs portfolio holders. 

20. Can the bid include staff resources such as employment of a contract officer to assist in 

delivery? 



Yes, you may use the funding for resourcing to implement enforcement – please see Q19 for 

further resource options. Please refer to pages 6 & 17 within the guidance document. Please 

look to justify resource allocation within your bid. 

21. Is there existing data available for LAs to use to assisting in understanding their current PRS 

housing stock? 

There is no national database available, however, there may be other databases that can be 

used to access data such as EPC databases, LA Licensing and existing EH databases. In 

addition, some regions may have data sets available. An example of this is the EST Home 

Analytics report funded by the SW Energy Hub, which provides a list of all EPC D,E,F,G 

privately rented homes in the SW, including interpolation for homes where there are not 

EPCs. For further information about this specific scheme, please go to 

https://www.swenergyhub.org.uk/energy-data/ . I would encourage LAs to contact their 

local energy hub in the first instance. 

You are permitted to use the funding to procure relevant data in order to understand your 

existing PRS housing stock and ratings. 

22. How do you define 'engagement'? do you just want landlords who we actually try to make 

improvements or landlords who we hope to make contact with? 

We are encouraging engagement* with all landlords who are required to comply with the 

regulations. However, for the purposes of the application and the timescales given, if you 

are proposing to engage with a select group of landlords, please show how this approach 

will lead to the path of compliance/enforcement i.e. explain how you would utilise this 

approach to eventually develop procedures for meeting the requirements of the regulations 

by utilising this approach. 

*This may range from some to all of the following: contact with landlords to inform them 

about the regulations, opportunities for improvement, compliance notices and enforcement 

notices. 

 

23. With KPIs, if we haven’t identified non-compliant properties yet, we won’t know how many 

enforcement letters/penalty notices will be sent or number of properties that will be 

improved. Are there any insights from pilots/other authorities on realistic and measurable 

KPIs in that timescale? 

We are permitting LAs the flexibility for selecting the most appropriate KPI relevant to their 

proposal. Where a LA may not understand their current private rental housing stock 

numbers, I would advise a percentage approach in the first instance. However, we have a 

range of suggested KPIs within the application form, where you might find suitable KPIs 

relevant to your proposal. 

Unfortunately, there are no comparable KPIs we can extract from other pilot schemes as 

they each had different approaches and timescales. Therefore, it would be unreasonable to 

compare with previous studies. 

 

24. As we have no experience yet of enforcing MEES, we are not sure how long or difficult it will 

be to do this. Are there any insights from pilots/other authorities on estimates for officer 

time required or typical legal costs? 

We do not have any data available on officer time or legal costs. This will vary between LAs 

due to the different options of approach taken and permitted within the scheme. For 

example, agency workers will cost significantly more than internal secondment. Legal costs 

https://www.swenergyhub.org.uk/energy-data/


are dependent on internal charges (or external if you do not have a legal department) and 

the estimated hours you are intending to utilise. Please ask your legal department for costs 

in the first instance and consider the grade appropriate personnel to fulfil the role of an 

environmental health officer or similar position. 

 

25. Does the estimate cost per property engagement only relate to the cost of finding the 

property etc and not the cost of works required to meet the MEES standards? 

The estimate cost can include cost of engagement, staffing, legal and training costs that can 

all help contribute towards meeting the requirement of the regulations. You cannot use the 

funding as capital cost to help landlords upgrade their properties. We are advising applicants 

to consider other existing funding streams that have been made available to help landlords 

upgrade their properties. 

26. With the short timescales of this funding and potential need to recruit or reallocate officer 

time to this, we will need to make the business case for this to elected members/senior 

managers, and would be good to know whether this is part of a broader government policy 

drive or if there is likely to be future support for this work – will there be future rounds of 

bidding opportunities? Also, have any of the pilots been self-funding e.g. through fines?   

BEIS cannot commit to further funding at this stage, but are constantly investigating 

opportunities where they exist. They will continue to support LAs to meet the requirements 

of the regulations and are keen to understand barriers and opportunities faced by LAs in 

order to feed into potential future schemes. 

We are not aware of pilots that have reached a stage where they are self-funding, but we 

would like applicants to consider how this may be possible within their bid. Although it is not 

likely that a LA will reach a stage of being self-funding during this scheme’s timescale, we 

would encourage the applicants to consider how their proposal will eventually evolve into a 

stage of being self-funding. 

 

27. Roughly how many authority areas does this particular batch of funding cover? 

The number of LAs this funding can support is dependent on the number of applications and 

the amount they have requested for. However, if we assumed each LA bid requested the 

maximum amount, the funding could support 20 local authorities. 

28. If successful, can the funding cover prep work for the bid and can unspent funding still be 

used to finish off work started before 31st March. 

The funding cannot be used to support any work started before the LA has been officially 

appointed (this includes preparatory work undertaken to submit the bit).  

If work has been started but has yet to be completed before the proposed deadline, this will 

need to be addressed on a case by case basis, closer to the deadline. 

 

29. Our energy work to date has shown that a significant number of EPC's have been very poorly 

done and are in correct can we use some funding to carry out EPC assessments? 

Yes. Having the correct data for assessing compliance and/or non-compliance is an 

important factor of the regulations. However, we would like to understand how this will 

feed into the overall proposals for compliance and enforcement of the regulations. Please 

indicate in your bid what percentage of the funding this will look to support. 



30. Is there any best practice from the pilots regarding identifying properties/landlords? 

There is some information available within the draft toolkit that will help with this. 

 

31. What type of training is recommended for LA Officers for this project and what is available? 

There is no specific training recommended for LA Officers to ensure a successful delivery of 

the project. However, we acknowledge that some LAs may feel the need to upskill the team 

responsible for delivering the regulations, to increase the understanding in various key areas 

of the regulations. 

 

32. how can we access to the pilot scheme studies? 

There is no formal information publically about the pilot scheme studies available at this 

stage. However, there is some information shared within the draft toolkit. The draft toolkit 

will be made available to all the successful bidders. 

 

33. If a bid is deemed to be too high, would the application be rejected or would a smaller bid 

be awarded? 

We would look to open a dialogue with the applicant in the first instance if the bid assessors 

decide that they would like to award where it varies from the application. 

 

34. Is there an update on BEIS response to the MEES consultation run until Jan this year? 

BEIS is currently analysing stakeholder responses to the consultation on raising the energy 

performance standards in the domestic private rented sector to EPC Band C which closed in 

January 2021, and will be publishing a Government Response in due course. 

The answers within this FAQ include questions from the 9th and 16th June 2021 webinar. 

If you have any additional questions, or you feel we have not provided the full answer to your query, 

please contact us at PRSenforcement@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  

mailto:PRSenforcement@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

